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For Your Information

ABTA Annual Convention. It s time to make your plans
to attend the ABTAs annual convention this summer in 45'
Washington DC, July 21-24. We had a great time in DC in ;
2002 and expect to have just as much fun this year. You
won t want to miss it. Check out the details and sign up
today at www.ABTAhome.com.

Updated TAP at the Washington NABCs. If you are
attending the summer NABCs and you haven t earned
your continuing education credit by taking the updated
TAP program, now s the time. The TAP will be held on the rst Saturday, Sunday
and Monday of the tournament for the convenience of teachers attending the ABTA
Convention. Contact Dana (dana.norton@acbl.org) to sign up.
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Online Teacher Listings. Many of you have lled out an application and are listed
at ACBL s Find a Teacher web site. We have sent out an e-mail to those who are
listed asking that you let us know if you are not teaching. We want the teachers at
this site to be only those who are ready, willing and able to offer bridge lessons when
contacted. If you aren t currently listed and would like to be, Il out the form at the
ACBL web site (http://fs3.formsite.com/acbl/form142291791/index.html), e-mail it to
us and we Il do the rest. Lots of teachers are getting students from this site, so why
not you?

Kitty Cooper SBLS Teacher Manual. This booklet provides 16 lesson plans for
school bridge and has been updated to compliment the Bidding in the 21st Century
text. It can be downloaded free at: http://www.acbl.org/teachers/schoolBridge.html
(scroll down the right hand column).

Spam E-mails. Recently many of us have received e-mails from various parties
in Nigeria and other countries claiming that they have a daughter coming to the US
who wants to learn to play bridge. These emails are 5KB and t the pattern of all the
spam messages we receive from overseas. Simply delete them.

Bridge Nerds and Bridge Lingo

by Lynn Berg
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Knowing a bit of the history of the game
can help you get ideas across to your
students. Being aware of the off-putting
and confusing effect of terminology can
help you untangle its mysteries.

Have you ever wondered how bridge
conventions and terminology evolved?
Sometimes it s obvious, like Jacoby
Transfers being developed by Oswald
Jacoby, but he s not the Jacoby of the
currently popular Jacoby 2NT slam try in
the majors that s his son, Jim Jacoby.

Did you know that Sam Stayman didn t
invent but rather popularized the basic
convention we all use? George Rapee
was the actual inventor. And Lebensohl
was not invented by the well-known pro
of the same name; in fact, | ve heard
that he doesn t even like the bid! And
who would think that the British system
called Acol is not some interesting
acronym but just the name of the street
where a bridge club was located.

(continued on page 2)






